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Worst Garden Pests by Region
Ever wondered which pests thrive in your region and how your region compares with others in North America? Here’s the breakdown. 

A high score (scale is 0 to 100) indicates the insect was reported to always or often pose problems, while a lower score indicates rare problems 

with that pest. Pests are listed from most to least troublesome, and highlighted squares indicate the worst two pests for the region. 
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Slug 52 58 65 63 52 80 50 45

Squash bug 58 54 51 54 40 25 64 46

Aphid 46 61 47 49 58 66 59 60

Cabbageworm 49 39 57 50 53 37 50 29

Squash vine borer 58 63 47 52 27 19 61 28

Japanese beetle 57 31 57 62 24 21 52 22

Tomato hornworm 50 67 44 43 33 22 58 52

Cutworm 43 55 48 41 50 40 53 41

Grasshopper 50 56 39 42 65 35 58 51

Cucumber beetle 49 42 51 49 29 20 46 30

Corn earworm 43 42 40 42 42 19 47 33

Whitefly 36 57 34 36 39 40 46 49

Snail 34 57 43 44 32 60 45 48

Flea beetle 35 25 24 36 26 22 37 23

Colorado potato beetle 37 19 44 36 42 15 34 23

Leafhopper 33 38 31 28 28 23 41 33

Mexican bean beetle 22 19 24 25 15 9 29 13

Cabbage root maggot 22 19 27 21 27 24 22 14

Harlequin bug 18 22 15 22 19 12 27 16

Armyworm 21 28 11 16 18 7 24 11

Blister beetle 19 18 13 12 16 7 21 13

Onion root maggot 19 19 16 19 17 12 15 10

Carrot rust fly 16 15 17 17 16 20 12 10

Asparagus beetle 20 12 20 16 14 8 15 11

10 
Cucumber beetles 

wouldn’t be so bad if they 
didn’t transmit deadly bacterial 

wilt to cucumbers and melons, but as it is, 
39 percent of our respondents named them as 
serious garden pests.

Neem, handpicking and good garden clean-
up (removing all plant debris) were all rated as 
effective control measures, and once again poultry 
received many honorable mentions. Row covers earned 
more widespread use for the control of cucumber beetles 
than for any other pest, with more than 80 percent of people who 
had tried row covers reporting them to be effective.

Seventy percent of gardeners who’d tried companion planting said this 
method works for controlling cuke beetles, and 64 percent of people who’d tried 
yellow sticky traps reported these work.
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